
Sen Talk CIC



Improving outcomes for 

children and young 

people with SEND





Our solution  

• Addressing inequalities in the community

• Creating communities

• Removing barriers to participation

• Recovery, respite and resilience

• Improving social and emotional health

• Changing the narrative on SEN
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How we help?
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Support

• Support CYP identify barriers in aspects of their lives i.e., 
education, social, health and well-being.

Educate

• Support CYP and Families to develop skills which are 
translatable across their lives i.e., education and home

Advocate

• Advocate for CYP and their families: increase access and 
promoting individual rights

Challenge

• Challenge discrimination and stigma in society at large
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2018

Children with 
SEND are Six 
Times more likely 
to be excluded. 
(Department for 
Education,2018)

2019

78% of pupils 
permanently 
excluded either 
have SEN, are 
classified as in 
need or are 
eligible for FSM. 
(Timpson 
Report,2019)

2020

1,617 children 
with SEND 
currently attend 
Pupil Referral 
Units.(DfE,2020)

2020

Pupils with 
Education, Health 
and Care Plans 
now make up to 
16.8 of PRU 
population a 3% 
increase since 
2018/2019. 
(DfE,2020)



11% of permanent excluded children have all three 

characteristics. 

(Timpson Report,2019)

• SEND

• FSM

• CIN



SEND and Education

Estimated 80% autistic children attend mainstream education 

environments

The attainment gap between pupils with SEND and their peers 

is twice as big as the gap between pupils eligible for free school 

meals and their peers

12-19% reaching milestones by KS2
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Key findings:

1. Fewer than half of children and young people on the autism spectrum say they are 

happy at school.

2. Seven in ten say that their peers do not understand them and five in ten say that their 

teachers do not know how to support them

3. 70% of parents say that support was not put in place quickly enough for their child 

Nearly 70% waited more than six months for support and 50% waited more than a year



4. 40% of parents say that their child’s school place does not fully meet their needs

5. Fewer than 5 in10 teachers say that they are confident about supporting a child on 

the autism spectrum

6. 6 in 10 young people and seven in ten of their parents say that the main thing that 

would make school better for them is having a teacher who understands autism



• Cited  reasons for exclusion ‘persistent disruptive behaviour’ (DfE, 2021)

• ‘Difficulty complying with instructions’

• Exclusion by characteristic – Social, Emotional, Mental Health



• Unlawful governance

• Academization

• Type of school (S41, maintained)

• Disability Discrimination SEND Tier 1 Tribunal 



The Social 
Issues and 
Special 
Education 
Needs (SEN)
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Funding cuts Bureaucratized 
systems

Increase in 
diagnosis

limited capacity 
from Public 

Services (Health 
service)

Standardized 
assessment –

low attainment

stigmatization 
and assumptions 

about capacity


